Live on Your Own
Day 1: Expect the Unexpected
Review the video for this session.

Engage
Read Acts 3:1–16.
Consider
Imagine encountering this man, someone who is clearly in need. He asks you for money, but you don’t have any. Instead, it hits you. You have something of greater value than money—faith in Jesus. You love Jesus, and you follow Jesus. You know He can do anything, and you believe that this man who can’t walk can be healed.
So in a great moment of faith, you say a prayer, and then watch as God causes a miracle to unfold. Next thing you know, you’ve helped someone in ways you never imagined. This encounter would not just be by chance. This is the kind of faith that Peter and John showed on that day when they encountered this man. They welcomed the interruption.
	
QUESTION
What does it say about Peter’s faith that he offered the man an opportunity to be healed?



	QUESTION
If you were in Peter and John’s position, what would you have probably done?


Reflect
It might seem too overwhelming to be used by God in a similar manner as God used Peter and John that day. The fact is, Peter and John weren’t the reason that the man was healed. Jesus is the reason that the man was healed. All we need to do is allow God to direct our steps and believe that He can answer our prayers. He is the God of miracles, and He wants you to be a part of His plan.
	
QUESTION
Are you flexible in your schedule to make room for God’s interruptions? If not, why not? If so, how?



	QUESTION
How does encountering miracles impact our faith?


Activate
Take a moment to tell God you are available and that you welcome interruptions. Ask Him to help you recognize them when they come and show you how to respond.
Pray
Dear God, thank You for loving me and for choosing me to be a part of Your plan. I pray You will help me to notice when my schedule needs to change. Help me to love others and see others the way that You see them. I know I may have missed opportunities in the past, but please help me to not miss the next one. Help my faith in You to grow. Amen.


Live on Your Own
Day 2: Faith Is Believing
Engage
Read Hebrews 11:1–6.
Consider
Most of us want our life to mean something. Living should be about more than just getting by each day, doing the things we need to get done. Some want a life that’s full of adventure and excitement. God has chosen each of us to be a part of His great plan, and that makes for an exciting life, especially with Him at the forefront of our adventure.
Faith is an important part of being used by God. Faith isn’t something we can always see with our eyes. Faith is the evidence of what we can’t see. Faith in God isn’t complicated. It’s about believing in God and recognizing He can do anything.
	

QUESTION
How would you define faith to someone?



	QUESTION
What kind of example did Abel’s offering set for us?



	QUESTION
Do you think you can please God without faith? Why or why not?


Reflect
Faith should influence where we place our trust. Our belief in God as the Bible describes Him should lead us to have trust in His goodness and His plan for life. It’s a mistake to trust in only yourself when there is an all-powerful God who has offered to help. Believing in God will help us learn to trust His interruptions.
	
QUESTION
What are some areas of your life where you know you need to trust God more?



	QUESTION
Do you believe that God wants to interrupt your life at times for His purposes? What needs to change for that to happen more?


Activate
Take a moment to listen to God. Ask Him to tell you where you need to trust Him more. Then listen to what He says and put it into action.
Pray
Heavenly Father, thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to die for me. I pray that You would help me to grow in my faith so that I can be of greater use for Your purposes. I know that faith is important, and I want to put my faith in You above anything else. So, I pray that You will help me with this. I love You. Amen.



Live on Your Own
Day 3: Making Excuses
Engage
Read John 6:3–13.
Consider
Have you ever been interrupted by someone who just wanted to be near you? Imagine having a whole crowd of people follow you around like that. Jesus knew what that was like. He is our perfect example when it comes to being willing to be interrupted by people. More than that, Jesus was concerned with meeting the people’s needs. He went above and beyond being willing to be interrupted. He took it upon himself to care for others in ways that they didn’t even ask for.
This particular miracle is also found in the other three Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke. It’s key for us to remember that God often uses interruptions to everyday circumstances to make an unforgettable impact. Jesus’ encounter with this hungry crowd led to a full-blown miracle.
	
QUESTION
How did Philip’s response to the crowd compare to Jesus’ response?



	QUESTION
How do you think Philip and Andrew felt as they watched Jesus multiply the food?



	QUESTION
How do you think you would have responded in this situation?


Reflect
The disciples were overwhelmed at Jesus’ request to feed all those people. They didn’t know how it would happen, but Jesus did. We can be tempted to think that when God calls us to help others, we must have all the resources ourself. That’s often not true. He wants us to trust Him as our Source and be available. He’s the One with all the solutions, and He will perform a miracle when that’s needed.
	
QUESTION
Have you ever gotten upset because a person or crowd interrupted you?



	QUESTION
What’s your plan to be more available to God to help people?



Activate
Write down how you can be more intentional and available to allow interruptions in your schedule. Maybe it’s at a practice, a school event, or going on errands with a parent. Interruptions are sometimes the places God performs miracles.
Pray
Dear God, I know that You love the world I live in so much. You’ve placed me here for a reason. I pray that You would help me to see others from Your perspective. I pray that You would meet the needs of those I encounter and that miracles would take place in my world. I love You. Amen.


Live on Your Own
Day 4: Like a Thief
Engage
Read 2 Peter 3:8–13.
Consider
Peter, the writer, is the same guy we read about in Acts 3 in the story of the man who couldn’t walk. Peter understood interruptions. Here, he wrote that one day everyone will be judged. What people may not realize is that day is coming at a time we won’t expect. In other words, the Day of the Lord will be an interruption of whatever we are doing on that day. For this reason, we should be ready at all times. This is one interruption you want to be ready for. God wants people to turn to Him and away from a life that leads to judgment.
	
QUESTION
Why hasn’t the Day of the Lord already happened?



	QUESTION
What kind of life do these verses say we should live in preparation for this day?


Reflect
We must always be ready. The Day of the Lord can happen at any moment. This isn’t meant to scare you, but rather to help make sure you’re ready for this moment. Besides, if you have a relationship with Jesus, you have nothing to fear. The sad part of this, however, is that some people will not be ready.
	
QUESTION
Are you ready for the interruption of God’s judgment of the world?


Activate
Spend some time talking with Jesus if you are not fully confident in your relationship with Him. Ask for His forgiveness and help to make sure that you are ready. If needed, reach out to your youth leader, too.
Pray
King Jesus, I want to be ready to see You at all times. I ask You to forgive me and make me ready. Help me to also share with others who aren’t ready. Like You, I don’t want anyone to miss out on spending eternity with You. Amen.


Live on Your Own
Day 5: Anyone Else
Engage
Read Acts 9:10–19.
Consider
Ananias didn’t want to go. His reluctance makes sense because he was dealing with a guy who was throwing Christians in jail. Most Christians would protest the same way today. What if God calls you to pray with someone who bullied you or those you care about? It may feel scary, but the Bible is clear about loving people, even those we consider enemies.
Ananias got an interruption call from God to go and lay hands on an enemy, and then he watched a miracle unfold. Does this sound familiar? Isn’t it like God to use unexpected situations to bring about miracles?
	


QUESTION
Did Ananias initially seem to want to listen to what God was telling him to do? How do you know?



	QUESTION
If you had been Ananias, would you have objected to God’s call? Why or why not?



	QUESTION
What might God have been doing in Ananias’s life when He was speaking to Saul?


Reflect
It isn’t easy to be obedient to God’s call when it’s about someone we don’t particularly like, much less someone we want to avoid. But God has shown love to everyone, despite what they’ve done, by offering a relationship with Him. When you know God, you’re also called to make God known. God wants to use you to be a part of His plan to have more people come to know Him.
	
QUESTION
Have you ever considered that one of your enemies could be called to know Jesus and to make Him known too? What does that mean for you?



	QUESTION
How can you be intentional in listening for God’s voice so that He can use you to impact someone else’s life?


Activate
There’s a ripple effect in God’s kingdom. It means that when you are obedient in one thing, God might use your obedience to bring about other amazing things to follow. That’s what happened with Ananias. So write down the name of someone you wouldn’t consider a friend. Pray for this person this week. Pray that God will show you when, how, and where you can share His love with this person.
Pray
Dear God, the way You work is amazing! You are so much bigger than I remember sometimes, so I pray that You would help me to love even those I don’t consider friends. When You call me, I want to be ready. I want to respond. Give me boldness to impact my world for Your mission. I exist to serve You, God. Amen.
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